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Alaska Information 
 

History of Alaska:  Alaska was considered "Seward's Folly" when then Secretary of State William H. Seward 

made the purchase from Russia on March 30, 1867 for $7.2 million dollars.  President Eisenhower signed in Alaska 

as the 49th state of the Union in 1959. 

The name Alaska is derived from the Aleut word "Alyeska”, which means "great land."  

There are many books on Alaska in the Dillingham Library. 

 

How big is Alaska?  Alaska contains 586,412 square miles of land.  It is one-fifth the size of the lower 48 states, 

488 times larger than Rhode Island, two and a half times larger than Texas.  Alaska's 2003 estimated population 

was 648,818, that equals .90 square miles per person.  Alaska is about 1,390 miles tall and 2,210 miles wide.  The 

mean elevation is 1,900 feet.  The Aleutian Islands are 1,100 miles long.  Alaska has both the eastern, western and 

northern most points in the U.S. 

 

State Motto:  “North to the Future!” Created during the Alaska Purchase Centennial, 1967, the motto is meant to 

represent Alaska as a land of promise. 

 
State Nickname: .. “The Last Frontier” 

State Bird: .......................... Ptarmigan 

State Gem: ................................... Jade 

State Tree: ..................... Sitka Spruce 

State Fish: ...................... King Salmon 

State Fossil: ........... Woolly Mammoth 

State Insect: ....................... Dragonfly 

State Sport: ................... Dog Mushing 

State Mineral: ............................. Gold 

 

State Land Mammal:  Moose 

 

 

 

 

 

State Seal:   

 

 

State Flower:  Forget-

me-not 

 

 

 

 

 

State Flag: 

John Ben "Benny" Benson, Jr. (1913–1972) {Russian-Aleut-Swedish} was the designer of the 

flag of Alaska.  Benny was 13 when he won in a contest to design the flag for the territory of 

Alaska, which became a state in 1959.  Benson was born in Chignik, Alaska.  When he was 

three years old, his mother died, forcing his father to send him and his brother Carl to an 

orphanage, as Benny's father could not take care of them.  Benny grew up at the Jesse Lee 

Children's Home in Unalaska and later in Seward. 

 
 

State Song: 
The words to the song Alaska’s Flag were written by Marie Drake, a long-time employee of the Alaska Department 

of Education, and set to music composed by Elinor Dusenbury, whose husband was commander of Chilkoot 

Barracks at Haines from 1933 to 1936.  The Territorial Legislature adopted Alaska’s Flag as Alaska’s official song 

in 1955. 

 

 

Eight stars of gold on a field of blue, Alaska's Flag, may it mean to you.  

The blue of the sea, the evening sky, the mountain lakes and the flowers nearby,  

The gold of the early sourdough dreams, the precious gold of the hills and streams, 

The brilliant stars in the northern sky, the Bear, the Dipper, and shining high, 

The great North Star with its steady light, o'er land and sea a beacon bright, 

Alaska's Flag to Alaskans dear, the simple flag of a last frontier. 
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Welcome to Dillingham, Alaska! 
 

We are happy to have you moving to our town.  Right now you are probably wondering where to start.  

What do I need in Dillingham?  This may help you with some of those questions.  Please note that all 

local phone numbers do not include Alaska’s area code, which is “907”. 

 

Yupik are the indigenous tribes of people in the Dillingham area, but you will find there is a mix of many 

other races and cultures. 

 

In Dillingham, life is based on a subsistence economy, which means some people supplement their life 

with fishing, hunting and berry picking.  Commercial fishing and the Bristol Bay Area Health Corporation 

are the biggest employers in Dillingham.  There are regulations for fishing (commercial and sports) and 

hunting; contact the State of Alaska’s Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) for regulations, season 

schedules and licenses.  Hunting and fishing licenses can also be purchased at N&N and AC. 

 

There is a gun range located at the city landfill, hours of operation are the same as the landfill (Friday – 

Tuesday 12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m., and closed on Wednesdays and Thursdays). 

 

Even though there are no movie theaters or bowling alleys, there is almost always something going on.  

We have a local Dillingham Arts Council (www.dillinghamartscouncil.org) that brings in entertainment.  

The Dillingham Chamber of Commerce’s website (www.dillinghamak.com) posts events happening 

around town:  Peter Pan Cannery tours in the summer; 4
th

 of July Salmon Bake; and Beaver Round Up 

(week long festival held in February or March).  Ducks Unlimited holds a fundraiser banquet in the 

winter. 

 

There is adult softball in the summer and basketball in the winter.  For the kids there are numerous 

activities:  the Boys and Girls Club; Dillingham Christian Youth Center; Boy Scouts; Girl Scouts; and 

two summer camps – Camp Polaris (Lake Aleknagik) and Camp Tanalian (Lake Iliamna area).  There is 

also a Dillingham Volunteer Fire and Rescue Squad. 

 

A local radio station, KDLG (842-5281, www.kdlg.org), is located in the high school.  They broadcast 

National Public Radio and have various programs (trading post; bulletin board; open line). 

 

There are a variety of churches to pick from.  Church is a great place to meet people and get connected. 

 
Anchor of Hope Assembly of God Church..... 842-2306 

Community Baptist Church ............................ 842-5138 

Church of Christ ............................................. 842-3254 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints ... 842-4259 

Dillingham Bible Fellowship .......................... 842-3352 

Dillingham Moravian Church ..................... 842-5477 

Dillingham Trinity Lutheran Church .......... 842-2404 

Holy Rosary Church ................................... 842-5581 

Seventh Day Adventist Church .................. 842-5561 

St Seraphim of Sarov Orthodox Church ..... 842-5470 

 

Schools/Educational Opportunities: 

University of Alaska Fairbanks Bristol Bay Campus ........ 842-5109 ...................... http://www.uaf.edu/bbc/ 

Dillingham City School District ........................................ 842-5223 .......................... http://www.dlgsd.org/ 

Dillingham Seventh Day Adventist School ....................... 842-2496 

Many students are also home schooled.  One resource is: ....................... http://homeschoolinginalaska.com/ 

 

 

 

http://www.dillinghamartscouncil.org/
http://www.dillinghamak.com/
http://www.uaf.edu/bbc/
http://www.dlgsd.org/
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Cost of Living in Dillingham: 

The cost of living difference between your current location and Dillingham could be quite high or it could 

be about the same.  Make a visit to one of the local grocery stores to check food prices.  Make a note that 

prices are NOT the same as larger cities in Alaska, like Anchorage. 

Housing in Dillingham is expensive, even with the down turn in the housing market. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 *Can rise in the winter months due to use. 

 

On the other hand, salaries tend to be higher here as well.  Make sure that you determine the cost of living 

adjustment for Alaska by using a cost of living calculator like the one at:  

http://www.homefair.com/homefair/calc/salcalc.html. 

 

Confirm with your prospective landlord if they allow pets. 

 

Hotels, Bed & Breakfasts: 

Beaver Creek B&B .............................. 842-7335 

The Board Room B&B ........................ 842-5926 

Bristol Inn Hotel ................................... 842-2240 

The Bunk House B&B ......................... 842-2715 

Dillingham Hotel .................................. 842-5316 

Fireweed B&B ..................................... 842-5775 

Larry’s B&B ........................................ 842-3527 

Northern Lights B&B .......................... 842-2950 

Thai Inn B&B ...................................... 842-7378

 

How do I move my things to Dillingham? 

There are several ways to move your household items to Dillingham.  It depends on if you have a little or 

a lot. 

 

1. Barge:   

Northland Barge Service out of Seattle, WA ... 1-800-426-3113 .................. www.northlandservices.com 

Big Foot Barge Service out of Tacoma, WA ... 1-253-460-0155 ....................... www.bigfootlgminc.com 

Alaska Logistics ............................................... 1-866-585-3281 ...................... www.alaskalogistics.com 

Barges run from April to September.  See web sites for price and schedules. 

 

2. Air Cargo: 

Pen Air ............................................................. 1-907-243-2985 .................................... www.penair.com 

Northern Air Cargo .......................................... 1-800-478-3330 ................... www.northernaircargo.com 

ACE Air Cargo ................................................. 1-888-722-0232 ........................... www.aceaircargo.com 

Evert’s Air Cargo ............................................. 1-866-242-0009 ................................ www.evertsair.com 

Alaska Airlines (open in the summer) ............. 1-800-225-2752 http://alaskaaircargo.net/ratequote.html  

 and http://www.alaskaair.com/cargo/ 

3. US Post Office: 

If you have a small amount to move, you can mail it here before you are due to arrive.  Check your 

local post office for rates.  Postal service in Dillingham (for your mailing address and everyday mail) 

is by post office box.  You may be able to obtain a box on line before arriving. ...............www.usps.gov 

You also may be able to arrange with the local post office ahead of time for them to hold your mail 

until you arrive (842-5633). 

2 Bedroom Apartment Approximate cost per month 

Rent $1,000.00 and up 

*Heating Oil $250.00 (60 gal x $4.12) 

Phone/internet/TV 
 Several packages to choose from 

$140.00 

*Electricity $80.00 

http://www.homefair.com/homefair/calc/salcalc.html
http://www.northlandservices.com/
http://www.bigfootlgminc.com/
http://alaskaaircargo.net/ratequote.html
http://www.alaskaair.com/cargo/
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How about pets? 

When flying, animals need a current health certificate showing they are up to date on their necessary 

vaccinations/immunizations. 

 

Public Transportation / or should I bring a car? 

Dillingham has no incoming or outgoing roads to other towns in Alaska (except for Aleknagik, which is 

21 miles north).  You must come to Dillingham by boat or air.  Everything is spread out, so unless you 

live right near where you work, you may need a car.  We have several taxi services in Dillingham; cost is 

about $7 per person for a trip from the hospital to downtown Dillingham.  These rates change from cab to 

cab, ask the rate when you call to get the cab.  A bike is good transportation also, but in the winter it can 

be tough going at times.  You may find a friendly person to give you a ride, offering to help pay for fuel is 

a good gesture.  There is no bus service.  There is about 45 miles of roads to travel and see the sites. 

 

State of Alaska Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV):  842-5162 - D St & Alaska St, for driver’s 

license, auto license plates, snow mobile, ATV sticker numbers (checks and cash only they do not take 

credit or debit cards).  You must take a test before you can get an AK driver’s license and it is 

recommended that you get the book at the DMV office and read it at least once as not all states are the 

same.  To get a license or identification card, they require a Social Security Card and birth certificate.  

DMV is closed on Fridays. 

 

Electric/Phone/Internet Service: 
Nushagak Cooperatives (842-5251 www.nushtel.com) is the only provider for electricity and land line 

phone services.  Internet service is slower than what you may be used to. 
 

Deposits are required: Electricity ......... $100.00 plus $16.96 service fee ($65.00 outside city limits) 

 Phone ................ $100.00 plus $30.05 service fee 

 Internet/Cable ... $100.00 plus $40.33 service fee 
 

Deposits can be waived if you have a letter of good credit reference (reference from another utility 

stating two consecutive years out of five of good payment history – no more than one late payment in 

a 12-month period). 
 

 HughesNet ....................... 1-866-771-0732 ............................................................ (www.hughesnet.com) 

 Home Plan ................. $59.99* 

 Equipment ................. $399.98* 

 Purchase Equipment .. $99.00* activation 

 Lease Equipment ....... $9.99 per month 

 *Regular price 
 

 Starband........................... 1-800-4STARBAND ..................................................... (www.starband.com) 

 Plan 500 24 months: 

 Equipment ................. $99.99 

 Monthly Fees ............. $49.99 

 Plan 500 12 months: 

 Equipment ................. $99.99 

 Monthly Fees ............. $59.99 

 Other plans include Nova 1000 and Nova 1500, prices vary. 
 

 GCI (www.gci.com; 1-800-800-4800) and Bristol Bay Cellular Partnership (1-800-478-6399) both 

provide cellular services. 

 

http://www.nushtel.com/
http://www.hughesnet.com/
http://www.starband.com/
http://www.gci.com/
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Heating Oil:  Fuel delivery service is available from Bristol Alliance Fuels (842-1234) or Delta Western 

(842-5441). 

 

Food:  There are two grocery stores:  N&N and Alaska Commercial (AC); and one bulk store - Big Foot.  

If you have been to either one you will see that the grocery prices are high on many items.  Remember 

that salaries in Dillingham are higher also. 

 

You can order fruits and vegetables from Full Circle Farms (http://fullcirclefarms.com), they deliver 

every other week.  See their web site for more information.  A lot of people use this service.  There are 

also some on line food services that mail your groceries to Dillingham; there is a shipping and handling 

charge.   

 

Mailbox Groceries Alaska..... toll free in Alaska 1-800-248-4419 ........... www.Mailboxgroceriesalaska.com 

Sam’s Club ............................ 1-907-522-2333 or 1-907-276-2996 .............................. www.SamsClub.com 

Span Alaska (*via barge) ...... 1-800-367-9833 ...................................................... www.spanalaskasales.com 

*spring and fall 

 

Most stores based in Anchorage or Fairbanks will ship to the bush.  Air Cargo is available as listed on 

page four.  UPS is available through Pen Air, they will call you to pick up or sometimes deliver.  Fed Ex 

is available through Anchorage; items are delivered to the post office and may take longer. 

 

Dining: 

Bristol Bay Eagle (seasonal) ............... 842-4453 

Muddy Rudder (summer) .................... 842-2634 

Twin Dragon ....................................... 842-2172 

Royal Orchid ....................................... 842-2665 

Bayside Diner...................................... 842-1013

 

Clothing and Household items:  AC has a clothing area in another building behind the store; household 

items are located in both buildings.  N&N has clothing and household item sections in the store.  L&M 

has some clothing and household items.  On-line shopping is also popular; here are just a few sites: 

 

www.drugstore.com 

www.amazon.com 

www.zappos.com 

www.DuluthTrading.com 

www.Cabelas.com 

www.sierratradingpost.com 

www.REI.com 

www.jcpenney.com 

www.campmor.com 

 

The weather varies; bring whatever you’re comfortable in.  Winter conditions can lasts about seven to nine 

months out of the year, be prepared with warm winter outerwear. 

 

Short and long sleeve shirts, jeans, shorts, sweaters, vests, coats (light and heavy), hiking boots, hats, 

gloves, long underwear, hiking shoes and/or tennis shoes are advised.  It may get warm enough for you to 

wear shorts in the summer but you may not want to because of the mosquitoes and no-see-ums (a bug with 

a bigger bite than the mosquitoes) http://pelotes.jea.com/AnimalFact/Arthropod/NOSEEUM.htm. 

Bring lots of DEET Insect Repellant.  Insect nets will not work on “no see ums” as the screen is not small 

enough.  You will see two types of bug screens for windows in Alaska:  mosquito screens and the smaller 

no see um screens.  You may also see tape around the screens to seal the no see ums out. 

 

Healthcare: 

Healthcare is available at the Bristol Bay Area Health Corporation (BBAHC) www.bbahc.org – 842-5201.  

As stated on page three, it is one of the largest employers in Dillingham.  Behavioral health, alcohol & 

drug abuse, dental, outpatient, inpatient, optometry, x-ray, and lab are some of the services available.  

Other healthcare options include: 

http://fullcirclefarms.com/
http://www.mailboxgroceriesalaska.com/
http://www.samsclub.com/
http://www.spanalaskasales.com/
http://www.drugstore.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.zappos.com/
http://www.duluthtrading.com/
http://www.cabelas.com/
http://www.sierratradingpost.com/
http://www.rei.com/
http://www.jcpenney.com/
http://pelotes.jea.com/AnimalFact/Arthropod/NOSEEUM.htm
http://www.bbahc.org/
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Dillingham Dentistry ............. 842-5214 

Arctic Chiropractic ................ 842-2303 

Wholistic Health Center ..................842-4569 

State of Alaska Health Center .........842-5981

 

Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend (PFD):  This is a fund the State of Alaska started with the revenue 

generated from taxes on oil sales.  The dividend is paid to every Alaskan resident (man, woman, and 

child) and each year the value of the PFD check varies.  In 2007 the checks were $1,654.00, and have 

been as high as $1,963.00 in 2003 and as low as $386.15 in 1983.  They have generally been over $900.00 

dollars since 1990.  The amount of the dividend is not determined by the price of oil, but by the "realized 

gains" of the fund, averaged out over five years.  So, essentially the stock market has a bigger effect on 

dividend checks than the price of oil. 

 

There are residency requirements:  you have to live in Alaska for one year (January to January) then you 

can apply for a PFD the following year.  The checks can be auto deposited in people's accounts or mailed 

out in the beginning of October.  You will then see big PFD sales everywhere, as local businesses compete 

for the large influx of cash into the state.  Parents can also elect to put a portion of their PFD (or their 

children's entire PFD) into college savings funds.  Go to https://www.pfd.state.ak.us/ for more information 

on the PFD. 

 

Listed below are some information websites that you may find helpful: 

 

City of Dillingham .................................. www.dillinghamak.us  

Newspaper (Bristol Bay Times) .............. http://www.alaskanewspapers.com/about.asp 

 ................................................................. www.thebristolbaytimes.com   

Local radio/weather:................................ http://www.nushtel.com/ go to local advertisement for want ads 

Community data ...................................... http://www.commerce.state.ak.us/dca/commdb/CF_BLOCK.cfm 

Travel Alaska .......................................... www.travelalaska.com Southwest Region/Dillingham 

Alaska Government ................................. www.gov.state.ak.us check out links on this site also 

Statewide Library Electronic Doorway ... http://sled.alaska.edu/alaska.html 

Anchorage Daily News ........................... http://www.adn.com/ 

Dillingham Library.................................. http://www.dillinghamak.us 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Originally created by Kenda Horan.  Changes and additions made by BBAHC’s Training Committee. 
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