February 15, 201}

Local Boundary Commission staff
550 West Seventh Avenue, Suite 1770
Anchorage, AK 99501-3510

officers of the New Koliganek Village Council a tederally recognized tribe. Holders of
limited entry permits who reside in Koliganek and fish in Nushagak Bay have also
signed this letter.

Koliganek is located on the left bank of the Nushagak River and lies 65 miles northeast of
Dillingham. Koliganek has about 10 fishermen who actively fish their drift permits.

close connection to other communities of the Western Bristol Bay region. We serve with
them on boards of tribal, corporate, regional, federal, and statc cntities. We fish with our
neighbors in Nushagak Bay. Our children’s schools compete at sports and other activities,
We are even related to people who live in other communities of the region.

The City of Dillingham is proposing to make Nushagak Bay a part of their city. The
Village of Koliganek believes that Nushagak Bay is also connected to their village just as
much as to Dillingham.

C

After the annexation, Dillingham would then have a 2.5% fish tax on gross income of all
fishermen who scll fish caught from Nushuguk Bay, If a fisherman makes %7/ U.000 a
season and the City of Dillingham takes 2.5% on their gross that would be about $1,750,
for someonc who makes $50.000 it would take $1,250 out of the incomc of a family.

We want you to know that this fish tax would be in addition to the following annual
expenses that a fisherman must pay:

Dillingham Boat Harbor Fees $ 265.00
Dillingham Property tax (boat) $ 360.00
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PAF Storage $1590.00

Locker Rental $ 450.00
Boat Haul out (each time) $ 265.00
Boat Tnsurance $2,742.00

Sales tax on purchases in Dillingham $
Maintenance and gear start-up cost $

Every Fisherman or woman knows what we have to deal with before fishing and when
the season is over. Catch a lot of fish and hope the price is good and have a good season.
We don’t need another expensel added to what we are aiready required to pay. After all
expenses, depending on fish and price, what we take home goes for fuel, electricity and
grub mainly, other than bills. Most of the fishermen and women of our village don’t have
other employment after the season ends. Not much money is left over after all is said and
done.

The people in Dillingham know how hard it is for the people in the villages to make ends
meet. We know the people in Dillingham arc also having a hard time and this extra cost
will affect their lives too. We disagree with the staff of the Local Boundary Commission
that this proposed tax is going to benefit the villages that surround Dillingham.
Dillingham and the villages must rely on each other and make certain that what we each
do is not harmful to the other. That is the way for good neighbors to act. If there is going
to be a tax on all fisherman, the proceeds should be shared among the communities of the
region fatrly.

Koliganek Village Council and thc undcrsigned fishetmen of Koliganek do not support
the petition of City of Dillingham to annex the Nushagak Bay Commercial Saimon
District or the Wood River Sockeye Salmon Special Harvest Area and the plan to have a
fish tax. A copy of this letter has been sent to the City of Dillingham.

Koliganek Village Council

Herman Nelson
President

Gust Tunguing Jr.
Vice President

Db &)mL

Anuka Wysocki
Secretary
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Bobby L%n

Council member

Nick Johe®on Sr.
Council Member

A~

Koliganek Bristol Bay Permit Holders

CC: Alice Ruby
P.Q. Box 889
Dillingham, AK 99576
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